
ST JOHNS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Pastors: Daniela and Thomas Mertz  905 -570 -1311   Organist: Heide Lang  

Custodians:  Karin Tiefenbach                 Secretary:  Carol -Ann Koevoets  

Office Hours:  Mon.ï Fri. 9am -3pm       NL Editor: Waltraut Weingartner  

104 Hughson St.N  

Hamilton, ON L8R 1G6  

Tel. 905 -527 -6611  

Email:  

office@stjohnshamilton.ca  

Website: stjohnshamilton.ca  

Wanted:  A Mother 

Job Duties: The applicant may expect to assume the following roles, in whole or in part, on 
an as-needed basis for the next 18 years: nurse, lawyer, doctor, teacher, mechanic, coun-
selor, janitor, chef, landlord, peace officer, coach, intercessory prayer warrior, cheerleader, 
mediator for non-concurring testimony, finance manager, and jailer. 

 

Skills needed:  Comforting skills desired to ease new subordinate anxiety (i.e. crying), but 
on-the-job training available at the entry level; toxic waste handling necessary, but no prior 
experience required (just remember to wash your hands); should possess the ability to en-
ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǎǳōƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻΥ ŀǊǘΣ 
music, sports, reading, writing, mathematics, history, social studies, and health; applicant 
must have shoulders available for crying on, eyes in the back of her head, ears that can 
hear into the next room, arms for embracing, a heart full of love, and a mind that can  
remember honourable intentions. 
 

Work hours:  Twenty-four/seven, three-hundred ςsixty-ŦƻǳǊ Řŀȅǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ όaƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƻŦŦ 
for good behavior). 

 

Wages: The applicant agrees to work for free.  In fact, it will cost everything you own to be 
a mother. 

 

Disclaimer:  Applicant may expect the following, in whole or in part, during the course of 
employment:  conflict and compromise, sickness and health, dirtiness and cleanliness, 
tears of joy and tears of sorrow, richer times and poorer times, love, laughter, fear, anger, 
disappointment, hugs, and more love.  Only the bravest souls need apply. 

 

Fringe Benefits:  A support system of children and grandchildren to love  
and help you in your golden years 
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The flowers appear on the earth; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the time of singing has come! 
 Song of Solomon 2:12a 
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 òHe is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he 
lay.ó These are the words the angel said to the women when they came to the grave early 
in the morning. 

At dawn Mary Magdalene and the other Mary had decided to go the grave ð as painful as it 
would be. They wanted to pay their last farewell and anoint Jesusõ body as was the  
custom. But then everything was different, the stone was rolled away, the grave was open 
and somebody said: òHe is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the 
place where he lay.ó  
 
The reaction is not joy but panic. They tremble with fear and run away. 

A closed grave, a dead body - this they could have accepted. They had experienced it many 
times before; death is part of life, however cruel, unjust and untimely. 

But to imagine a dead man who lives. That cannot be true. It just cannot be. 

So they ran home, closed the door, and locked it. They said to each other, òWhat we just 
saw, the empty grave, that young man ð we wonõt tell anybody about all this. Nobody will 
believe us. They will think we have gone mad.ó 

But still, they had seen the empty grave, they had heard the words, òHe is not here; he 
has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.ó  

Words can be like seeds. They are sown into our hearts. There they may lie quietly for a 
while, sometimes for a long time until the tiny seeds break open and begin to grow. 

Seeds were planted into the hearts of the women, òHe is not here; he has risen.ó They 
couldnõt forget those words. They started to grow - they made their way through their fear 
and through their panic. Tentatively at first, as a tiny bit of hope: maybe it is true what the 
messenger said. òHe is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place 
where he lay.ó  

They couldnõt forget those words. The Resurrection could not be silence or ignored, not at  
that time, not throughout the many years since and, even today, the seed continues to 
grow. 
 
Maybe we have our own doubts when we hear those words. But a little seed of hope is put 
into our searching, often fearful and doubting, hearts this Easter season. And though it may 
be as tiny as a mustard seed, it will grow. We can give it time, we can nurture it and make 
room for in in our life and it will grow. 

Pastor Daniela Mertz 

Pastorõs Reflections 
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Church Family News 

Elvira Triponas (90) -  April 18  Helmut Zabel (90) -  May 8  

Frank Urbschaitis (90) -  April 21  Anna Schalk (96) -  May 19  

Oskar Bauerle  (93) -  April 25   

                            Milestone Anniversaries 

 

God bless you as 

you celebrate these 

special                            

   occasions! 

 

                                        Funerals 
 
                       Johann Weing (94)             Ann Jahns (82)  
                       Nicole Safko (46)               Maria Kramer (92)  

                       Anne -Marie Kreutzberg (93)  
 
ñI am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never dieò 
                                                                                 -John 11:25 -26  

60 years! 

Maria & Juergen 

Von Massow 
April 7 

  

60 years! 

Sara & Alfred  

Neske 
May 26 

  

Birthday Blessings - 90 and up! 
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Church Finances up to February 29, 2016 

Thank you for your support in this challenging new year.  Hopefully with the Easter season 
upon us your generous contributions will bring our  donations in line with the budget.   

 

Donations compared to Budget: 

 

Donations received    $30,208.78 

Donations budget      $51,132.92 

Budget shortfall         $20,924.14 

 

Donations compared to Expenditure 

 

Expenditure              $41,402.69 

Donations received   $30,208.78 

Shortfall                    $11,193.91 

 

Diana Reizgys 

Church Finances 

 

It doesnõt matter if a church 

Is built of brick, or wood, or stone, 

So long as all its members strive 

To follow Christ alone; 

To worship him as risen Lord, 

To give to him their songs of praise, 

To find in him their guiding light, 

And walk with him  

through all their days. 

-Kenneth A. Moyer 
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Dear Congregation,   

 A couple of years ago I went to an ecumenical gathering 

with different discussion panels. The one I attended was about  

community centered ministry. The leader of the panel asked me to 

introduce myself. I said: òMy name is Chun Zhang and I am the 

pastor of Emmanuel Lutheran Church in North York.ó Then he 

asked us: òWhatõs wrong with that?ó All the attendees looked at each other confused. He 

replied: ò100 years ago you would have said, ôMy name is Chun Zhang and I am a Lutheran 

pastor to the people of North York.õ because in those days when a denominational pastor 

was appointed he was assigned to the whole community and his congregation would have 

understood that their pastor was there to serve outside their walls.ó 

 This interaction changed my understanding of ministry completely. 

 

 In his 2014 book The New Parish, Friesen Dwight talks about how churches should 

reframe their self-concept to a much older word: parish. While seemingly only used by 

Catholics and older protestant churches, parish extends the churchõs responsibility beyond 

their walls and to the community surrounding it. The church that is emerging in the parish 

today is different in many ways. The first difference is that the neighborhoodñin all its 

diversityñhas a voice that contributes to the form of the church. There is a growing sense 

that the Spirit works through the relationships of the neighborhood to teach us what love 

and faithfulness look like in that particular context. (p. 31) 

 

 By reframing their existence as outward instead of inward, and understanding how 

wisdom and forms come from outside their walls, churches that embrace this simple 

change of phrase can also experience transformation. 

 

 Who am I? I am Chun Zhang and I am a Lutheran pastor TO the people of down-

town Hamilton and I am supported by, and working with, the parishioners of St. Johnõs 

Lutheran Church on the corner of Wilson Street and Hughson Street North. 

 

Pr. Chun Zhang 
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Worship Services/Gottesdienste 

 

Sunday, April 3                  9:30 am  German Service with Communion  

                                       11:00 am  English Worship Service  
 

Sunday, April 10              10:00 am  Worship Service with Communion  
                                                         Installation of Pr. Chun Zhang  
 

Sunday , April 17              10:00 am  Worship Service  
                                                        

Sunday, April 24              10:00 am  Worship Service with Communion  
 
Sunday, May 1                   9:30 am German Service with Communion  

                                       11:00 am English Worship Service  
                                         

Sunday, May 8                  Motherôs Day 
                                        10:00 am  Worship Service with Communion  
                                                                                

Sunday, May 15                Pentecost  
                                        10:00 am  Worship Service  

                                                       
Sunday, May 22               10:00 am  Worship Service with Communion  

                                                       
Sunday, May 29               10:00 am  Worship Service with Communion  

Installation Service for Pastor Chun Zhang  
Sunday, April 10,  10:00 a.m.  

Pastor Chun began his ministry at St. Johnôs on March 1st.  During these few weeks 

he has already made many contacts in our downtown neighbourhood.  Let us  

support him in our prayers as he ministers to newcomers of this area of Hamilton.  

 

Pastor Chunôs Installation will take place on April 10 in the 10am Worship  

Service . A reception will be held following the service  -   baked goods and sand-

wiches would be appreciated.  Please call Traudel Sonsmann, Ursula Harfmann or 

the office if you are able to contribute either cake or sandwiches, thank you.  

 

Let us show Pastor Chun a St. Johnôs warm welcome on April 10!    
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This and That 

Stewart Memorial Choir Concert  

Faith Lutheran Church cordially invites members of St. Johnôs to attend a concert given 
by the Stewart Memorial Choir. 

When:  Sunday, May 22 , 2:00 p.m.  
Where:  Faith Lutheran Church,  1907 King St. E., Hamilton 

Cost:  $15 per ticket 
Lunch is provided starting at 12 noon and is included in the price of the ticket.  If you 
are interested in attending please speak with Pr. Daniela. 

                       Thank you!  

A big THANK YOU to everyone who provided delicious soup and extra treats each week 

for our Lenten Services  It was a wonderful time of fellowship.  

The Worship and Music Committee   

                            Coffee Hour  

You have likely seen the announcement several times in the bulletins that 
we are always in need of volunteers to help out with coffee hour.  The 
sign up sheet can be found in the kitchen or Parish Hall. If you enjoy our 
coffee hours, please consider helping out. This way, it never becomes a 

burden for just a few people.  
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            Holy Humour 
A minister parked his care in a no-parking zone in a large city 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ƳŜǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜbƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘǎƘƛŜƭŘ ǿƛǇŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀŘΥ ά L 
ƘŀǾŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ мл ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  LŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇŀǊƪ ƘŜǊŜΣ LΩƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎ Ƴȅ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘπ
ƳŜƴǘΦ  CƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŜǎǇŀǎǎŜǎΦέ 
 
When he returned, he found a citation from a police officer along with this 
ƴƻǘŜΣ ά LΩǾŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƭƻŎƪ ŦƻǊ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  LŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ LΩƭƭ ƭƻǎŜ 
Ƴȅ ƧƻōΦ  [ŜŀŘ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

     Our Refugee Family 

We thank everyone who has brought in items for our 
refugee family or who has signed up to provide items 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ 
to check the list, there are still a few items that we are in 
need of. At this point we have not heard anything in 
terms of a time frame for when the family will be able to 
come to Canada but we encourage everyone to keep the 

family in their prayers so that they will remain safe and that they will be 
able to arrive soon. 
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Group Meetings 

Upcoming Group Meetings and Activities 

 

Bibles and Bagels      Saturday, April 9, 8:30 a.m. 
                                 We will joining Menõs Breakfast for the      
                                 second part of their discussion on Islam. 
                                  Saturday, May 14, 8:30 a.m.- Regular meeting 

 

Choir                       Choir practice is every Thursday at 7:30 pm.   

 

 

Church Council          Meeting Tuesday, April 12, 7:30 pm 

                                Meeting Tuesday, May 10, 7:30 pm 

 

Confirmation Class    Classes are done for the season and will resume in the     
                                  Fall. 
 
 
Lutheran Women        Easter Meeting, Tuesday, April 19, 1:30 p.m. 
                                 Friday, May 6, Set up for Bake and Plant Sale 
                                  Saturday, May 7, 10-2 - Bake and Plant Sale  
                                 Saturday, May 14,  Rummage Sale, 10-2  
                                 Tuesday, May 17, 7:30 pm - Mother & Daughter Event 
                                  
Menõs Breakfast           Saturday, April 9 - meeting with discussion about Islam 
                                  Saturday, April 30 - Helping with Clean-up day 
                                  Saturday, May 28  - Regular Meeting 
                                  Saturday, June 25 - Golf Tournament 
                                                                     
 Youth Group              April 30-May 1 - ALSOC Leamington 
                                  May 12-14 -  helping with the rummage sale 
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LW/Frauenhilfe  

     Motherõs Day Plant and Bake Sale 

                         Saturday, May 7 

                                 10-2 
  We invite all members to visit our annual Plant and Bake 

Sale.  We welcome your plants (indoor and outdoor perennial) and any 
baked goods: breads, squares, tortes and cakes.  Please bring plants to 

the church during office hours.  Come with your family and friends,  

enjoy a delicious lunch and dessert and take some cake and plants 

home with you!  

                    Lunch:  Chicken Schnitzel on a Bun  

                  Cost: $5.50  

                   Come and bring your family and friends!  

                 Rummage Sale  

               Saturday, May 14  

                         8-1 

 
Spring is almost here, and that means spring cleaning. The 

LW Gucci team can use any items you might want to get rid of.  While purg-

ing your no longer wanted treasures remember us for the Lutheran 

Womenôs rummage sale. The  youth group will be working with us to earn 

money for their trip to Prince Edward Island. We will 

split the profits 50/50. Your no longer needed items 

will help many sources. Please bring items to the 

church during office hours or on Sunday.  Thanks!   

The LW Gucci team  
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                 From the Maintenance Committeeéé. 

Clean-Up Day 

Saturday, April 30th, 9:00 a.m. 

Itôs that time of year again and the maintenance committee is asking  everyone, 
young or old, to please come and help with the annual clean-up day. This is an  
important part of maintaining our church property and there are a lot of cleaning  
projects that only get done once a year. The more helping hands we have, the more 
we will be able to accomplish!  We begin at 9 am but welcome you whenever you can 
get here!  Refreshments will be provided! 
 
Bob Tiefenbach on behalf of the Maintenance Committee  

Council News 

Your church council was voted in at our Annual Meeting on Sunday,  

February 14.  We thank the following members of St. Johnôs for serving on 
church council:  

Council is planning a retreat to be held at Wellingstone on Saturday, April 2.  
This retreat offers an opportunity for council to spend some time doing short 

and long term planning for the congregation.  

Emma Begert  Christa Koeppe  Hadi Tjoe  

Chris Fruck  Gerhard Lindemann  Mark Weingartner  

Ursula Harfmann  Traudel Sonsmann  Waltraut Weingartner  

Ursula Hoffmann  Bob Tiefenbach  Sylvia Zwick  
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                    St Johnõs Lutheran 

                                18th  

               Annual Golf  Tournament  

 

When:  June 25: 1:30 p.m.  

 

Where:  Century Pines Golf Club, Flamborough  

 

Cost: $90 per person (Includes:  green fee, cart, food and prizes )  

                                            

Format:  Scramble (best ball)  

 

Sign Up:  Please watch for a sign up sheet in Parish Hall   

                   

 

 

Youth Group 
The youth of St. Johnôs would like to thank the congregation for their 

support of the chili lunch following the Annual Meeting in February.  Our  
total profit was $413.  This money will go towards the youth attending 

CLAY in P.E.I. this coming August.  
 
Upcoming events:  

Help setting up the rummage sale the evenings of Thursday, May 12 
and Friday, May 13.  Help with the sale, Saturday, May 14 from 8 -1.  

Next ALSOC is April 30 -May 1 in Leamington.  Watch for more informa-

tion.  
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 �7�K�H���/�X�W�K�H�U�D�Q���:�R�P�H�Q���R�I���6�W�����-�R�K�Q�·�V 
cordially invite you to their  

�����V�W���:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���(�Y�H�Q�W 
Formerly Mother + Daughter 

 
 
 

Tuesday, May 17,   2016 
at 7:30p.m. 

Guest speaker : 
To Be Confirmed 

Refreshments provided 
All women are welcome! 

For the beauty of the earth, 

   For the beauty of the skies, 

For the Love which from our birth 

   Over and around us lies: 

     CHRIST, our GOD, to Thee we raise 

        This our Sacrifice of Praise. 


